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ADOLESCENT SUICIDE 


It was reported in 1986 that over the previous 30 years, the ad'>scent population in the United 
States was the only age group that had not enjoyed an improvement in health status. Communicable 
diseases, once the collective primary cause of death among juveniles, have now been overtaken by 
violence through accidents, homicide, and suicide. Of these, suicide is now the third leading cause of 
death in adolescents (the second among young adults). 


Currently, certain trends pertain to adolescent suicide, i.e., no race or socioeconomic group is exempt; 
for every completed suicide, there are 50-200 attempts; boys are more likely to complete suicide acts 
than girls; boys tend to use more lethal methods that are not amenable to rescue; girls tend to use 
pills more often. A recent phenomenon has been "cluster suicides," for which the media, and 
specifically television, may have some influence in precipitating imitative behavior in vulnerable 
individuals. 


Various at risk characteristics have been identified--drug use, family disruption, depression, social 
isolation, self-destructive behavior, among others--that derive from adverse elements of the 
behavioral and social environments in which susceptible adolescents find themselves. Efforts are now 
being made by scientists in various disciplines to study all aspects of the problem of self destruction by 
children in their adolescent years. 


This bibliography contains selected references to worldwide publications dealing with suicide or 
attempted suicide in adolescents. It consists of references to journal articles, books, dissertations, 
conference papers, letters, and editorials. The citations were extracted through searches of the 
literature of various disciplines, i.e., medicine; education; the social sciences in general and sociology, 
psychology, and mental health in particular; law; and family relations. Arrangement of the 
bibliography is by fifteen broad subject categories; a citation may appear in only one category. 


The reader is also referred to the following related publication from the Library’s Literature Search 
Series: No. 87-5 Depression and Suicide in Childhood (January 1983 through April 1987, 337 
citations). 


SEARCH STRATEGY 


A variety of online databases are usually searched in preparing bibliographies in the CBM series. To 
assist you in updating or otherwise manipulating the material in this search, the strategy used for the 
NLM’s MEDLINE database is given below. Please note that the search strategies presented here 
differ from individual demand searches in that they are generally broadly formulated and irre!evant 
citations edited out prior to printing. 
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SAMPLE CITATIONS 


Citations in this bibliographic series are formatted according to the rules established for Index 
Medicus. Sample journal and monograph citations appear below. For journal articles written in a 
foreign language, the English translation of the title is placed in brackets and the language of 
publication is shown by a three letter abbreviation appearing at the end of the citation. Note also 
that a colon (:) may appear within an author’s name. The NLM computer system automatically 
inserts this symbol in the place of a diacritical mark. 
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